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On Oct. 30, Salvadoran rebel commanders Joaquin Villalobos and Leonel Gonzalez arrived in
Panama City for talks with San Salvador Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas on the possible
resumption of peace talks. The commanders met with the archbishop and the Rev. Emile Stehle of
West Germany, a Vatican envoy who has participated as an observer in previous government-rebel
talks. At a press conference on Monday, Villalobos said that the rebels currently have the advantage
after eight years of civil war, given the "decomposition" of the low intensity conflict strategy
engineered by the US in El Salvador. Villalobos and Gonzalez emphasized that the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN) are prepared to engage in peace talks immediately "without
pre-conditions." Meanwhile, they said, the government continues placing obstacles in the way of
renewed negotiations. According to Gonzalez, the Salvadoran people need the solidarity of sister
nations, and support at the diplomatic level from governments at this moment in time which he
described as "definitive." He asserted that that the FMLN is ready to "dialogue with all sides,
including the Army. We are prepared to talk at any place and at any time." Gonzalez said that
President Jose Napoleon Duarte has insisted on disarmament by the rebels prior to resuming peace
negotiations. "This is absurd," he said. Villalobos, Gonzalez and three other rebel commanders
have recently toured Costa Rica, Argentina, Peru and Ecuador. They said that in all nations they
met with respective presidents and top officials who were receptive to lending their support for a
Latin American initiative toward a negotiated peace in El Salvador. In Panama, the commanders
also met with President Manuel Solis Palma, and Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega. Gonzalez said that
during the encounter with Noriega, the major topics of discussion were the Salvadoran situation,
the rebel commanders' objectives in making the Latin American tour, and the possibility of Latin
American nations playing an important role in efforts toward dialogue and political solutions in
Central America, and especially in El Salvador. Villalobos dismissed reports that the principal
objective of their Latin American tour was to gain support from regional governments in order to
attend the upcoming Organization of American States general assembly meeting in El Salvador.
Salvadoran rebel and government negotiators have met three times, most recently in October 1987,
to negotiate a cease-fire in the civil war. (Basic data from AP, AFP, 10/31/88)
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